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1. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method for payment transactions 
between a consximer and a merchant comprising the steps of: 

verifying electronically that the consumer has an established credit card account; 
creating an electronic lock box account; 

establishing a purchasing limit and storing the purchasing limit in the lock box 

accoimt; 

executing a purchase transaction having a dollar amount within the established 
purchasing limit; and 

after executing the purchase transaction, requestixig funds from the consumer's 
established credit card account and routing the funds to the merchant; and 

wherein the lock box does not store funds. 
2. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of creating an electronic lock box account further comprises creating an account number 
and access code, the method further comprising die steps of: 

accessing a merchant via a computer network; 

performing procedures for executing the purchase transaction; 

entering the lock box accoxmt number; 

entering the lock box account access code; 

electronically routing the account number and access code to a service provider; 
the service provider confirming the account number and access code; 
verifying that the purchase dollar amount is within the established purchasing 

limit; 

EASTWl 76199.2 2 
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routing a request for funds totaling the dollar amount of the transaction to the 
customer's established credit card account; and 

wherein the merchant does not have access to the credit card account and 
information regarding the credit card account. 

3. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method according to claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving the requested funds from the consumer's estabhshed credit card 

account; 

wiring the purchase dollar amount of the purchase transaction to the merchant less 
a discount fee; and 

reducing the established purchasing limit in the lock box by the purcha5e dollar 

amount 

4, (Previously Presented) A system for e-commerce transactions comprising: 

a network comprising, in communication, a consumer computer, a merchant 
computer, a credit card bank computer and a system provider computer; 

the consumer computer in communication with the system provider computer for 
opening up a lock box account, establishing a purchasing limit, and storing the purchasing limit 
in the lock box account; 

tlie system provider computer in communication with the credit card bank 
computer for verifying consumer credit card account infomaation and for requesting and 
receiving funds for issuing payments to a merchant after a consumer executes a purchase 
transaction; 
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the consumer computer in communication with the merchant computer for 
executing purchase transactions totaling up to the established purchasing limit; and 

the system provider computer in communication vWth the merchant computer for 
verifying consumer lock box account information and for issuing funds received from the credit 
card bank computer to pay for consumer pxirchase transactions^ 

wherein the lock box does not store funds; and 

wherein the merchant does not have access to the credit card account and 
infonnation regarding the credit card account. 

5. (Previously Presented) A computer system for payment transactions between a consumer 
and a merchant comprising: 

a system provider computer comprising: 

means fpr verifying that a consumer has an established credit card 

account; 

means for creating a lock box account for storing purchase limit 

information; 

means for requesting funds from the consumer*s established credit card 
account after the consiamer executes a purchase transaction; and 

means for routing the requested funds to a merchant computer; and 
a consumer computer in communication with the system provider computer, said 
consumer computer comprising means for establishing a purchasing limit, said purchasing limit 
being stored in the lock box account; and 

wherein the lock box accoxint does not store funds. 
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6. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 5, wherein the means for creating an 
electronic lock box account further comprises means for creating an account nxunber and access 
code, the consumer computer further comprising: 

means for accessing a merchant via a computer network; 

means for perfomiing procedures for executing a purchase transaction^ said 
purchase transaction totaling a purch£Lse dollar amount; 

means for entering the account number; 
means for entering the access code; and 

means for electronically routing the account number and access code to the 
service provider computer, said service provider computer fiirther comprising: 

means for confirming the account number and access code; and 
means for verifying that tlae purchase dollar amount is within the 
established purchasing limit; and 

wherein the merchant does not have access to the credit card account and 
information regarding the credit card account, 

7, (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 6, wherein the service provider 
computer fttrther comprises: 

means for receiving the requested funds from the consumer's established credit 

card account; 

means for wiring the purchase dollar amount of the transaction to a merchant less 
a discount fee; and 

means for reducing the established purchasing limit in the lock box by the 
purchase dollar amount, 
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Remarks 

The claims are 1 - 7. No new matter is introduced herein. 

As a preliminary matter, Applicants believe a brief overview of the prosecution history 
thus far in this case would be beneficial. This case has now been pending for seven (7) years 
(eight (8) years &om the Applicants' perspective considering the October 13, 2000 filing date of 
the priority provisional application). Unfortunately, despite significant effort and cost on the 
Applicants' part, this case is no further along than it was seven (7) years ago. This application 
has been handled by two separate Examiners, and the current June 12, 2008 Office Action was 
the tenth (lOth) action issued by the Patent Office in this case, which has required Applicants to 
submit ten (10) responses thus far. In general, prosecution has followed the course of an Office 
Action being issued, Applicants then successively overcoming all rejections, however rather than 
a Notice of Allowance being issued, a new Office Action would issue citing eitlier new rejections 
not previously raised or new art uncovered following a supplemental search. It is important to 
note that Applicants' claims have remained substantially unchanged throughout this entire 
process. Nonetheless, Applicants have repeatedly tried to be accotomodating by addressing the 
merits of each Office Action, despite the obvious questions why any such new issues or art were 
not previously raised, and also that the new prior art was merely cumulative over art already 
cited and of record. Applicants respectfully submit that this process has not only been inefficient 
resulting with significant effort and cost on Applicants' part to prosecute this Application, but 
runs contrary to the patent rules requiring an effective and efficient examination, (see, 37 C.F>R. 
S 1J04 (requiring an examiner's action to be complete with a thorough study and investigation 
to the subject matter) and see also, MPEP 707.07ff) (requiring an examiner to provide clear 
explanation of all actions taken during prosecution, answer the substance of an applicant's 
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argument in traverse when rejected, and provide reasons why a previous rejection is withdrawn). 
Thus, if an exanuner states that an applicant's arguments are moot in view of new grounds of 
rejection, but merely repeats a similar analysis of rejection found in the prior action, then a clear 
explanation for rejection in answer to the substance of applicant's previous argument in traverse 
is not established. Also, new prior art cited in each additional action, pertaining to the same 
subject matter for the same claims, suggests that the initial search and analysis were not 
completely conducted A3 a result, the impact of this perpetual process has deprived the 
Applicants the protection of a patent for which they are entitled under the law. 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 USC §101 for the indicated reason that the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. In particular, the Examiner has referred to 
tnreComiskey, 84 USPQ2d 1 670 (Fed.Cir2007). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants respectfully submit that In re Comiskey is inapplicable to Claim 1, as the 
subject matter of Claim 1 is directed to a machine, which is patentable subject matter. In 
particular, note the language "computer implemented method" recited in the first line of Claim 1 . 
For this reason. Applicants respectfully solicit reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection 
under 35 USC §101. 

Claims 1 - 2, 4 - 6 stand rejected as being unpatentable over Cheong et al. in view of 
Hutchison et al. and Cohen. Claims 3 and 7 have been rejected under' 35 USC § 103(a) over 
Cheong, Hutchison and Cohen in view of Gxzstin et al. These rejections are respectfully 
traversed, 

As an initial issue. Applicants submit that Cohen is not prior art to the present 
Application, In particular. Applicants understand that Cohen's only possible appUcability could 
be under §102 (e), as the publication date of Cohen occurred after the present Apphcation was 
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filed. Cohen's effective filing date under §102 (e) is September 18, 2001. It is noted that Cohen 
is not entitled to priority of the filing date of the designated PCX application under §102 (e), 
which sets forth that "...applications published... resulting from an international application filed 
before November 29, 2000 shall not be effective as prior art as of the filing date of the 
international application." As the Cohen effective filing date is September 18, 2001, which is 
after Applicants' effective filing date of its priority provisional application on October 1 3, 2000, 
Cohen is not prior art. For this reason alone. Applicants respectfijJly solicit reconsideration and 
withdrawal of all claim rejections^ 

In view of all that is set forth above, the Aj^licants respectfully solicit favorable 
consideration of this Response and allowance of the present Application . 

Respectfully submitted, 



Paul A. Taufer 
Reg. No. 35,703 
Attomey for Applicants 



PAT/nn 
215-656-3385 



' It is noted rtiat the subject matter of Cohen is cumulative of other art cited in previous office actions 
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